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Spring 2008

Dear Friends,

Winter has brought a number of pleasures to the American Friends of the Georgian Group. We had a wonderful
time at the Winter Antiques Show in January. We had a preview tour of the show and a dehghtful luncheon in the historic
Tiffany room. Early this month we re-created an eighteenth-century g - e s
grand tour, visiting the new Greek and Roman galleries at the
Metropolitan Museum and then seeing how this aesthetic was
translated into eighteenth-century art and architecture as
demonstrated in the wonderful new American wing of the museum.
Our guide was the very erudite and entertaining Thomas Gordon
Smith, an architect and professor of architecture at Notre Dame. He
gave examples from his book, Vitruvius on Architecture (2003,
Monacelli Press), of how the classical influenced the neo-classical.
Our tour was followed by a delightful reception at the lovely
apartment of Mrs. David Prager, one of our board members. We
returned to the Collectors Club at the end of the month for a
fascinating lecture on Georgian revival architecture in the major ¢
cities of the East Coast. Francis Morrone, a noted historian and author, discussed the preservatlon of buildings dcswned
to evoke Georgian forms.

Our spring calendar is full indeed. A visit to the showroom of Clinton Howell Antiques will be accompanied
by a talk on the care of antiques. Porcelain lovers will not want to miss our exclusive tour of the Meissen exhibit at the
Frick Collection, which will be followed by a reception in the private upstairs rooms. Georgian Grace is the subject of
a lecture by Wendell Garrett at Sothebys in April and the Great Houses of New York will be remembered by Michael
C. Kathrens with a lecture at Stanford White’s Collectors Club. In May we are planning a very exciting trip to
Winterthur and great houses in the neighborhood. This promises to be a very elegant as well as educational two-day tour.
Back in New York we will have a tour and tea in June at Gracie Mansion, one of the city’s architectural treasures. Also
in June will be a lecture on Menokin, a fascinating Georgian-era house, which is in partial ruin today. The AFGG has
contributed to the Menokin Foundation’s conservation efforts.

As part of the AFGG’s continuing purpose to support the work of the Georgian Group, we made a $5000.00
contribution at the end of 2007. The gift will be used for the archival research and administrative areas at the Georgian
Group headquarters in Fitzroy Square in London.

Your membership in the American Friends of the Georgian Group is vital to the successful projects of the group
to preserve Georgian architecture on both sides of the Atlantic. Your enclosed issue of the Georgian magazine will give
you a good idea of the important work being done. If you have not yet renewed your AFGG membership for 2008, be
sure to do so right away so that you do not miss out on our upcoming events and future issues of the Georgian. We have
a fabulous trip to see the eighteenth-century houses of Newport, Rhode Island, planned with the Georgian Group for the
end of September. October will bring our annual trip to England, when we will visit the stately houses of Gloucestershire.
Georgian paintings will be the object of another visit to the Metropolitan in November. Our annual meeting and
Christmas party will be held in December. Many of these activities are open only to members of the AFGG and we hope
to see you at every event. You can also get up-to-date information from our web site, www.americangeorgians.org.
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