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Dear Friends,

Greetings of the season to all! Many of you attended our annual meeting on December 10, which was
particularly delightful this year. The meeting and our Christmas party took place at the residence of our
honorary patron, Sir Alan Collins, the British Consul-General. Although Sir Alan was obliged to be in
England, his lovely wife, Ann, was our hostess. The Lady Bradbury, chairman of the Georgian Group Anglo-
American committee, was the honored guest. It was a gala event indeed, and we are very grateful to Sir Alan
and Lady Ann for their hospitality.

Our annual trip to England is aiways a highlight of the season and this year’s visit to Weston Park
and the stately homes of Shropshire and Staffordshire was no exception. We toured the very grand Willey
Park, which is surrounded by eight thousand acres, saw architecture by Francis Smith, James Gibbs, John
Nash, and John Soane, and visited the Wedgwood Centre. Elegant Weston Park, where we stayed, felt like
our very own stately home.

The AFGG offered a range of entertaining events in 2007 and 2008 promises to be equally exciting.
First on the calendar is a return to the Winter Antiques Show, which was enthusiastically attended last
winter. Our exclusive visit will include luncheon in the historic armory. In February we will have an
opportunity to view the Greek and Roman galleries at the Metropolitan with a very special tour of this new
wing. We will also hear a lecture on fine Georgian revival buildings from the late 19th century to the present
day in New York, Boston, and Philadelphia by Francis Morrone, noted architectural historian. An exhibit
of Meissen porcelain will allow us to revisit the elegant Frick Collection in March, where we will have an
exclusive tour of the show with a reception to follow. If you missed last season’s lecture by Wendell Garrett
on Georgian rakehells, be sure to sign up this year, when Mr. Garrett will be talking about Georgian Grace.
In June we will visit Gracie Mansion, an architectural gem right in our own neighborhood. Trips farther
afield are planned to Winterthur and nearby historic houses in May and to see the eighteenth-century houses
of Newport in the fall. The visit to Newport will be our first jointly organized trip with the Georgian Group
in the U.S. Other upcoming events include a lecture on the great houses of New York and a tour of the
Metropolitan’s collection of Georgian paintings. We are also looking forward to our trip to Gloucestershire
in October.

You will all be aware by now that we moved our offices this past year. Our new address is above and
we have a new telephone number and e-mail address as well. Our web site, www.americangeorgians.org,
gives up-to-date information on all our events, as well as membership
information and links to our newsletters. We look forward to seeing everyone
in 2008. If you have not yet renewed your membership, be sure to do so now
so you won’t miss out on any of our wonderful activities.

All of us at the American Friends of the Georgian Group wish all of
you a very merry Christmas and a happy new year!

President

Richard Jenrette entertained us in the fall at
his beautifully restored Edgewater







